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What’s new with electric vehicles?

Electric vehicles (EVs) are on the rise in the United
States, and they’re providing a new driving experience
for many Americans. The benefits are clear from the
expansion of the EV market, including less air pollution
in congested areas, less carbon emissions, decreased
maintenance costs and less oil consumption.

EV sales have climbed in the U.S. since they first
came onto the market. In 2011, there were only around
17,000 EVs sold, compared to the 361,000 EVs sold in
2018. Cumulatively since 2011, nearly 1.2 million EVs
have been sold, and that number continues to grow.

Tesla has dominated the EV market in the U.S.,
making up about more than half of the total EV sales
in 2018. The first luxury EV was manufactured by Tesla,
setting the stage for style and performance. Although
Tesla dominates in sales, there are many other popular
models available, and the competitiveness among
them is increasing. Back in 2011, there were only two
options: the Nissan Leaf EV and the Chevy Volt Plug-In
EV. But in 2018, there were eight models that made up 80
percent of total plug-in EV sales. This includes many major
manufacturers, like General Motors, Ford, Toyota and BMW.

One reason that the EV market has been doing so well
is that the total cost of ownership of newer EV models is
becoming much closer to that of gas-powered vehicles.
Since maintenance costs for EVs are lower than gas-powered
vehicles and the price to charge an EV is cheaper than filling
a full tank of gas, people are spending less money on EVs
over the course of the car’s lifetime than they would on gas-
powered vehicles.

With the growth of EV sales comes a growing need to
charge those vehicles. There are three main types of charging
levels: Level 1, Level 2 and DC Fast charging. Level 1 and
Level 2 are mainly for residential charging, while DC Fast
chargers are made for a “gas station” experience.
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The Chevy Volt is a plug-in hybid car.

For charging outside of the home, DC Fast chargers can
fully charge an EV in 15 to 45 minutes. For longer drives and
road trips, these chargers ensure that your car has enough
juice to last the whole journey. However, DC Fast charging
infrastructure is not growing as quickly as EV sales are, which
presents an issue for drivers that do not live conveniently
close to them.

There is a strong expectation for EV sales to continue to
grow as they have been over the last eight years. Although
the charging infrastructure is not evenly distributed
throughout the country, there will be a strong need to
continue developing it to reach a wider audience.

The nation’s electric co-ops are working to help promote
the growth of the EV market and charging infrastructure
across the U.S. as we prepare for the future of our nation'’s
roadways.
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Tips for

a Safe
Harvest

Use care when operating large
machinery near power lines.

Inspect the height of equip-
ment to determine clearance.

Always keep equipment at
least 10 feet away (in all
directions) from power lines.

Remember to lower extensions
when moving loads.

If a power line is sagging or
looks to be dangerously low,
please call us immediately.

Holiday Closing

The C & L Electric Cooperative

office will be closed Monday,

Sept. 2, in observance of the
Labor Day holiday.

¢ In case of an outage, you can
reach us 24 hours a day at
870-628-4221.

e You may pay your bill in person,
using our night deposit.

e You may also pay by phone
by calling (870) 628-5522 or
(870) 628-5492 and following
the automated instructions.
Payments must be made using
a Visa, Mastercard, or Discover
credit or debit card.

There is a $4.25 transaction fee
for this service.

e Pay online at
www.clelectric.com using a Visa,
Mastercard, or Discover credit
or debit card.

There is a $4.25 transaction fee
for this service.
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